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Who’s the lucky 
Rustenburg millionaire? 

R19M Lotto Jackpot 
awaits claim

Rustenburg – The 
National Lottery 
operator, ITHUBA, has 
announced that a life-
changing R19 million 
Lotto jackpot has been 
won by a participant 
who purchased their 
ticket at a Spar in 
Rustenburg. The 
winning ticket, 
bought for R60 with 
manually selected 
numbers, came from 
draw number 2492, 
which took place 
on Wednesday, 20 
November 2024.

ITHUBA CEO 
Charmaine Mabuza 
urges all participants 
who played Lotto 
at a Spar in the 

43 Lucas Str. CNR Mc Grecor Str.
Cell: 066 459 8268 / 064 674 8770
Email: reiviloservices@mweb.co.za

BRUSH CUTTERS |
LAWNMOWERS | PETROL 
WELDERS | CHAIN SAWS
GENERATORS | WATER 
PUMPS | WORKSHOP |

SPARES

PRE-CUT 
NYLON LINE

ONLY
R6500 
PER BUNDLE

WAS WAS 
R80R800000

*Offer valid 
while stocks last

**

ALLUMINIUM LOW 
PROFILE CUTTING 
HEAD FOR BUSH CUTTER

2 KG 
BULK 

NYLON 
LINE 
3,5M

ONLY
R9500

ONLY
R41000 
PER ROLL

WAS WAS 
R155R1550000

WAS WAS 
R460R4600000

**

**

SPECIALS

CHECK OUT 
THE LATEST 

DEALS INSIDE

Rustenburg area to 
check their tickets 
immediately. “We 
want to ensure the 
lucky winner comes 
forward to claim their 
prize,” she said.

In addition to this 
jackpot, as of 30 
October 2024, over 
R257 million in 
lottery prizes remain 
unclaimed across 
various games. 
These include a 
PowerBall PLUS 
jackpot of more 
than R3.4 million, 
purchased in Louis 
Trichardt on 19 
January 2024, and 
a Daily Lotto prize 
of R640,100, bought 
in Carletonville, 
Gauteng, on 5 
January 2024. Both 
prizes are set to 
expire on 19 January 
2025 and 5 January 
2025, respectively.

Winners have 365 
days from the draw 
date to claim their 
prize, so don’t delay! 
ITHUBA also advises 
participants to 
handle their tickets 
carefully. Write your 
name and ID number 
on the back of your 
ticket to ensure your 
claim process is 
smooth and secure. 
All lottery winnings 
are tax-free, but 
players must be 18 
years or older to 
participate. ITHUBA 
reminds everyone to 
play responsibly.

Could you 
be the next 
millionaire? 
Check your 
tickets today — 
your life could 
change forever!



Announcing the death of a family member is 
a time-honoured tradition as life should be 
celebrated and never forgotten. To help you to 
celebrate the life of your loved one and share 
details about the upcoming funeral, place an 
obituary in our newspaper, free of charge. 
You  can include the date of death, details 
about their life and surviving family members. 
You can also write a special message, a poem 
or a prayer. Please   include a photo and the 
date, time and place of the memorial service. 

If you would like to place an obituary in 
Platinum Weekly / Platinum Bushvelder, 
send the information via WhatsApp to 

072 482 6871 or email 
news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 

news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

Placing an obituary

TRAGIC ACCIDENT 
CLAIMS 

PEDESTRIAN’S 
LIFE ON N4 

Rustenburg – A pedestrian tragically lost their life after being struck by 
a car on the N4 highway, just after the R52 (Swartruggens) offramp, on 
Monday 25 November 2024.
Rustenburg South African Police Service (SAPS) communications officer, 
Ofentse Mokgadi, confirmed the incident, stating, “We can confirm the 
police are investigating a case of culpable homicide. The pedestrian was 
hit by a car and died instantly. The age of the deceased is unknown at this 
stage, but investigations are underway.”
The authorities are urging anyone with information to come forward to 
assist with their investigation.

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Gerda 
van den Bergh (76), 
wat op 22 November 
2024 oorlede is. 
Haar begrafnis 
vind op Vrydag 29 
November plaas om 
11:00 vanuit die NG 
Kerk Rustenburg 
Suid-Gemeente, 
hoek van Kerk- 
en Uniestraat, 
Rustenburg. 

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus op 081 379 8919 of 
Wilna op 074 200 2687 by 
Econo Begrafnisdienste 
– ‘n diens met liefde 
en waardigheid deur 
Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingdienste. 

Join us in mourning 
the enormous loss 
of the late Sindy 
Vermeulen (43), who 
passed away on 17 
November 2024. 
The celebration 
service of her 
beautiful life will take 
place on Thursday 
28 November at 
11:00 from Every 
Nation Kruislig, R24. 

For more information 
contact Cobus on 081 379 
8919 or Wilna on 074 200 
2687 at Econo Funeral 
and Cremation Services 
– a service with love and 
dignity through Econo 
Funerals.

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Martin 
Green (53), oorlede 
op 19 November 
2024. Sy begrafnis 
het op Dinsdag 26 
November op die 
plaas Leeuwspoor 
Wildsreservaat 
plaasgevind. 

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus op 081 379 8919 of 
Wilna op 074 200 2687 by 
Econo Begrafnisdienste 
– ‘n diens met liefde 
en waardigheid deur 
Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingdienste. 

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Steyn 
de Bruyn (74), 
oorlede op 19 
November 2024. Sy 
oorwinningsdiens 
het op Maandag 
25 November 
plaasgevind vanuit 
die Woord en 
Lewe Sentrum, 
Rustenburg.

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus op 081 379 8919 of 
Wilna op 074 200 2687 by 
Econo Begrafnisdienste 
– ‘n diens met liefde 
en waardigheid deur 
Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingdienste. 

DSTV & OPENVIEW  
SIGNAL REPAIRS 

DSTV streaming (no decoder or dish 
needed) | Call Anthony 073 782 7181  

Monday - Sunday

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS / 
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 

Call 071 383 5773 / 072 070 8504 
Address NG Bergsig 194 Bethlehem street, Rustenburg
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HORROR HIJACKING: VICTIMS ESCAPE BURNING DEATH 

The burned-out 
wreckage of the 
hijacked vehicle, a 
haunting reminder 
of the nightmarish 
ordeal.

Rustenburg – A terrifying hijacking incident 
unfolded in Geelhoutpark on the evening of Sunday, 
24 November 2024, leaving two men shaken but 
miraculously alive after a narrow escape from death.

The victims, a man in his twenties and his brother-
in-law, were traveling to a local garage when their 
journey took a dark turn. At a stop street, two armed 
suspects forced their way into the vehicle, holding 
the men at gunpoint. The hijackers forced the driver 
to continue toward an isolated area near Rustenburg 
Kloof, where the ordeal intensified.

The suspects forced the car to stop in the bushes and 
quickly stole all the valuables inside. They then tied 
the two men up next to the vehicle and doused both 
the car and the grass surrounding the victims with 
petrol. Finally, they set the petrol alight, leaving the 

men dangerously close to the spreading flames.

Miraculously, one of the victims managed to free 
himself and his companion before the flames reached 
them. Both men escaped with minor injuries, including 
scrapes and bruises. The remains of the vehicle, now 
charred, serve as a stark reminder of the growing 
dangers on Rustenburg’s roads.

Rustenburg SAPS spokesperson, Ofentse Mokgadi, 
confirmed the incident, stating, “A case of hijacking 
and malicious damage to property has been opened. 
Detective sergeant Bonnie Seforo is leading the 
investigation, though no arrests have been made yet.”

Authorities are urging residents to exercise caution, 
particularly at night, as incidents of violent crime in the 
area rise. 
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Mahikeng/ Pilanesberg – Bailey Mahlakoleng (56), the 
former Head of Department at the North West Department 
of Community Safety and Transport Management, was 
sentenced following his guilty plea in the North West High 
Court on Friday, 22 November 2024, for contravening the 
Public Finance Management Act (PFMA) in connection with 
the controversial SA Express matter.
Mahlakoleng’s guilty plea stems from an investigation led 
by the Hawks’ Serious Corruption Investigation unit. The 
case revolves around allegations of improper procurement 
processes when the North West Department entered into a 
contract with SA Express in 2015 to provide airline services 
for the North West province.
In 2014, the provincial government made the decision 
to revitalise the Mahikeng and Pilanesberg airports to 
enhance the transportation of passengers and goods. A 
subsequent meeting in August 2014, attended by MECs and 
high-ranking government officials, saw presentations from 
six airlines vying for the contract. Following this meeting, 
Mahlakoleng, as the department’s Head, recommended SA 
Express to the province’s EXCO as the preferred service 
provider.
The resulting five-year contract required the department 
to pay approximately R409 million to SA Express and 
three management companies hired for ground handling 
services. However, the contract ended after just three 
years, and during this time, the department incurred a loss 
of R186 million, with over R83 million paid to the ground 
handling companies. Investigations revealed that these 
companies did not provide the promised services, and 

funds were found to have been unduly diverted to other 
individuals who now face charges in relation to the matter.
As the accounting officer at the time, Mahlakoleng failed 
to adhere to the proper procurement procedures when 
appointing SA Express. He was arrested in September 
2022 and released on bail, later entering into a plea and 
sentencing agreement with the State. Mahlakoleng pleaded 
guilty to three charges under the PFMA, and in exchange, 
the State agreed to a non-custodial sentence. 
Mahlakoleng, who had no previous criminal record, 
acknowledged his actions were influenced by political 
pressure to bypass correct procurement processes.
He was sentenced to two years imprisonment, or an 
alternative fine of R200,000, and given a further five 
years imprisonment, which is suspended for five years on 
the condition that he does not commit any further PFMA 
violations or dishonest acts during this period.
The sentencing was welcomed by the North West 
acting Hawks Head, brigadier Silas 
Munzhedzi, and the director of 
Public Prosecutions in North 
West, Dr. Rachel Makhari, 
who praised the cooperation 
between their departments in 
ensuring accountability and 
justice in this case.

EX-TRANSPORT CHIEF FACES SENTENCE 
AFTER GUILTY PLEA IN SA EXPRESS MATTER

SAPS CLARIFIES: NOT 
CHILD KIDNAPPING, 

JUST CELLPHONE THEFT

Bailey Mahlakoleng, former head of department at the North West 
Department of Community Safety and Transport Management, 
outside court after his guilty plea in the SA Express matter.

Rustenburg – On Friday, 22 November 2024, 
social media was abuzz with reports of a child 
being kidnapped near Lebone College II in 
Phokeng. According to the circulating posts, a 
child was allegedly abducted by two men in a 
VW Polo, with an eyewitness heroically chasing 
the suspects and alerting the police, leading to 
the child’s rescue.
However, Rustenburg SAPS communications 
officer, Ofentse Mokgadi, clarified the situation, 
confirming that there was no kidnapping. “The 
incident was a robbery, where the suspects stole 
the child’s cellphone before fleeing the scene,” 
said Mokgadi.
The vigilant witness who saw the robbery 
unfold immediately followed the suspects and 
contacted authorities. With the assistance of the 
Royal Bafokeng Response team, the vehicle 
was eventually stopped, and the two suspects 
were apprehended.
The suspects, aged 32 and 35, appeared in court 
at the Bafokeng Magistrates Court in Thlabane 
on Monday, 25 November 2024. They are 
currently remanded in custody and will appear 
again on 3 December 2024, facing charges of 
robbery.
The SAPS urges community members to stay 
informed through official sources and to report 
any suspicious activities to the police.

WE PAWN
15% interest

Office hours
014 592 9828
014 592 2658

STOLS MOTORS 
RUSTENBURG
Anything on 

wheels.

Elevate your professional journey with our accredited courses 
in occupational health and safety.
WHY CHOOSE OUR COURSES?

Nationally and Internationally Accredited: Globally recognized 
qualifications. | Flexible Learning Formats: Choose from full-time, 
distance, or e-learning to fit your lifestyle. | Specialised Training: 
Focus on high-demand areas like mining and industrial safety. | 

Discounted Tariffs: Register by November 30th to benefit from our 
special rates. | Various Payment Plans: We offer multiple options to 
make your education affordable. | Don’t miss out on this opportunity 

to enhance your career prospects and gain valuable expertise.
COURSES AVAILABLE

COMSOC® Level 1, 2 & 3 | Incident Cause Analysis Method (ICAM®) 
| Environmental Management | ISO 45001:2018 courses | Legal 

responsibility courses And many more… | COMSOC® and ICAM® 
are registered trademarks of Skillfull, which means Skillfull 

has exclusive rights to offer and provide these courses
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Contact our client services department for enquiries / Course 
Schedule: Tel: 018 786 4300 / 018 786 2812 (08h00 – 16h00)

Email-info@skillfull29.co.za / Or visit us at www.skillfull29.co.za

Dear Valued Customers,
We would like to express our sincere 
gratitude for your continued support 
throughout 2024. Wishing you 

a blessed Christmas 
and a Happy, 
Prosperous 
New Year.

*We now offer our courses 
as an e-Learning option
*We now offer our courses as a 
Microsoft Teams based option*

• SOC/COMSOC®1 Full Time Course: 
13th January – 24th January 2025

Register by 
December 31st

WANT TO PLACE AN ADVERT?
CALL 014 592 3257
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Rustenburg – On Friday evening, 15 November 2024, a company vehicle 
was the target of a spiking incident on the N4, approximately 20 km from 
Rustenburg, heading towards Swartruggens, around 20:00.
The driver of the Toyota bakkie struck the spikes, but, fortunately, managed to 
steer the vehicle safely off the road, narrowly avoiding other oncoming traffic. 
“We had live tracking on the bakkie,” explained company management. “We 
immediately dispatched two of our employees in other vehicles to assist, and 
they successfully changed the tyre, allowing us to continue our journey.”
However, the relief was short-lived. Another 20 minutes down the road, near 
Moedville, the vehicle was spiked again, leaving the driver with no choice but 
to replace the tires once more. Despite the repeated tire damage, thankfully, 
no one was harmed, and no robbery occurred during either incident. The police 
were not contacted.

•	 Travel during daylight hours when possible, as spiking incidents 
predominantly occur at night.

•	 Remain vigilant and reduce your speed, especially in poorly lit areas after 
dark.

•	 If you hit an object on the road, do not stop immediately. Drive to a safe 
location before inspecting your vehicle.

•	 Report any suspicious activity or objects to 0800 BAKWENA (0800 

2259362) for immediate assistance.

Additional key numbers to keep handy:
•	 Pienaarsrivier SAPS: 012 722 0000
•	 Hammanskraal SAPS: 012 432 8787
•	 Silverton SAPS: 012 845 4000
•	 Brits SAPS: 012 381 6077 or 78

The N4 at night is becoming a war zone — 
please be extra cautious.
This unsettling spiking incident follows a similar, 
even more dangerous situation that occurred just a 
week earlier. On 8 November 2024, a man traveling 
from Rustenburg to Pretoria found himself in a life-
threatening situation on the N4 near Brits and De 
Wildt. According to SAPS colonel Adel Myburgh, at 
approximately 20:30, the man encountered a rock 
barricade deliberately placed by robbers, causing his tire to blow out. As he 
attempted to change the tire, four armed assailants ambushed him and began 
shooting. Despite being shot in the chest, the man managed to flee and was 
later discovered alive, his survival a remarkable testament to his resilience.

Tragic Discovery on Dinie Estates Road
Rustenburg – A tragic incident unfolded on Tuesday, 26 November 2024, when Platinum 
Weekly newspaper was alerted by a concerned member of the public about a body found 
on Dinie Estates Road.
The deceased, a 38-year-old male, was reportedly visiting his cousin from Rasimone. 
According to community members, the body was discovered by a passerby on their way to 
work, who immediately notified authorities.
Rustenburg SAPS communications officer, Ofentse Mokgadi, confirmed the discovery 
and stated, “We can confirm that police are investigating an inquest docket. A passerby 
spotted the body and reported it. It seems that he was electrocuted, but investigations are 
still underway.”

Spiked twice: company vehicle strikes trouble on N4 near Rustenburg

The aftermath of the spiked 
Toyota bakkie’s tires. 

The scene where the body was discovered on Dinie Estates Road, 
sparking an investigation into a suspected electrocution.
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Honouring newly promoted SAPS officers
Phokeng/ Rustenburg – A special congratulatory parade 
was held on Tuesday, 26 November 2024, in Phokeng, led 
by the Acting Bojanala Platinum Sub-District Commissioner 
2, Brigadier Mamotsamai Ntoagae, to celebrate the 
promotion of newly advanced police officers.
The event was a tribute to the officers’ dedication, hard work, 
and unwavering commitment to serving their communities. 
Brigadier Ntoagae, during her address, expressed pride in 
the officers’ achievements, stating, “Today, we celebrate 
your commitment and perseverance. These promotions 
are not just titles; they are a call to greater responsibility 
and dedication to upholding the safety and security of our 
communities. Your achievements inspire others and reflect 
the values of the SAPS.”
The promotions covered various roles across the district, 
aiming to enhance both the operational capacity and 
leadership within the SAPS, ensuring a more efficient and 
effective approach to policing in the area. 

Brigadier Mamotsamai Ntoagae with the newly promoted SAPS 
officers, proudly standing together to mark their achievements.
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[letter to the editor] 

Molorwe community 
rejects mining 

permit application 
amid concerns over 
illegal mining and 
leadership issues

We have taken note of the notice of consultation for a mining permit 
application at Farm 134JP Bierkraal (Ref No. NW/30/5/1/3/2/11623 MP) 
in Platinum Weekly. 

As a community, we are deeply concerned about the increasing number 
of companies applying for mining permits and prospecting rights on 
our communal land. There has been a rise in illegal mining activities in 
nearby villages such as Tlhatlhaganyane, which have had a negative 
impact on those communities and the livelihoods of the people. This is 
especially concerning in light of the recent Stilfontein story on the news.
In one of the mining companies that applied for prospecting rights at the 
DMRE, research has revealed that one of the directors is involved in 
various criminal offenses, including facing charges of theft of precious 
minerals.

Additionally, there is an ongoing dispute between the Batlhalerwa and 
Bakgatlha-Ba-Kgafela tribal authorities regarding the ownership of Farm 
134JP Bierkraal. 

We, the community members of Molorwe (Bierkraal), are mobilising to 
remove our current Kgosana due to his conduct in forcing community 
members to accept any mining company without proper background 
checks. His lack of transparency and disregard for the community’s 
concerns have contributed to the current state of disarray in our 
community. We believe that he is the one engaging these dubious 
mining companies to prospect on our communal land. These matters 
have been referred to COGTA and the DMRE.

We have previously requested that the DMRE halt all mining and 
prospecting rights applications until all ongoing disputes have been 
settled and a properly functioning council is formed. This council should 
conduct thorough due diligence on any interested mining companies 
and prioritise the well-being of the community.
We are not in a position to allow mining operations on our communal 
land and hereby reject this mining permit application.

Molorwe Community Members

Accredited firearm 
training for private 
and business use 
in all disciplines.
• Handgun
• Shotgun
• Manual Rifle
• Self-loading Rifles

Assistance with 
all firearm related 
applications.
• New applications
• Renewals
• Competencies 
• Estates
• Expired licences.

Book your training during 
December and do all four 

disciplines and law for 

R250000

FIREARM TRAINING & LICENCING 
WE PROVIDE:

Contact us
WhatsApp: 076 093 5068
e-mail: pftainfo@gmail.com
Visit us: Aug Behrens 
Firearm Department (Kroondal)

Donate blood at the South African National Blood Service (SANBS) Rustenburg, 
situated at the Lifestyle Square centre in Beyers Naude Drive, Rustenburg. Pop in 
before you do your shopping! Your blood can save up to three lives!  You can donate 
blood every 56 days. For more information visit www.sanbs.org.za or give 
SANBS Rustenburg a call at 014 594 2771.

WE NEED YOUR BLOOD!WE KNOCK 
AND DROP 
FLYERS AND 
PAMPHLETS 

CALL 081 389 2846
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I CAN HELP YOU MANAGE 
YOUR PROPERTY

Boshoek – A devastating collision on 
Saturday, 23 November 2024, left one 
person dead and another with minor 
injuries. The tragic incident occurred 
at approximately 15:00 near Boshoek, 
involving a white Volkswagen Polo and a 
white bakkie.
The Polo driver, tragically, lost his life on the 
scene, while the driver of the bakkie was 
fortunate to escape with minor injuries. He 
was transported to Moses Kotane Hospital 
for treatment.
Emergency services, including Eagle 
Trauma Rescue, responded swiftly. The 
organisation’s operational manager, 
Hennie Madeley, expressed 
deep sympathy for the family 
of the deceased, saying, “Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
the family during this 
difficult time.”

Eagle Trauma Rescue press release extracts
In case of emergency contact Trauma Rescue on 0861 789 911

The white bakkie involved in the collision. The driver, who 
sustained minor injuries, was transported to Moses Kotane 
Hospital for treatment.

The white Toyota Cross involved in the tragic crash, which led 
to the loss of a 57-year-old man’s life after his vehicle rolled 
multiple times.

The Volkswagen Polo, where the driver tragically lost his 
life in the crash.

Fatal collision near 
Boshoek leaves one 
dead, another injured

Fatal N4 Accident: a 
life lost and a family’s 
narrow escape

Close call at Olifantsnek Dam

Rustenburg – A devastating accident unfolded 
on Friday evening, 22 November 2024, around 
20:30, just a kilometre from the Kroondal off-
ramp on the N4 toward Rustenburg. 
A 57-year-old man driving a white Toyota Cross 
tragically lost his life after swerving to avoid an 
obstacle in the road. His vehicle rolled multiple 
times before colliding with a silver Mercedes-
Benz carrying a family of four. The family 
members, though shaken, sustained only 
minor injuries.
A third vehicle, driven by a lone occupant, was 
also involved in the accident. Thankfully, the 
driver of this vehicle escaped injury but was 
transported to the hospital due to shock.
Eagle Trauma Rescue, led by operational 
manager Hennie Madeley, was quick to 
respond to the scene. Madeley offered 
heartfelt condolences to the family of the 
deceased, adding, “It is always tragic when 
lives are lost on the road. We extend our 
deepest sympathies to the family during this 
difficult time.”
While the Rustenburg community mourns this 
tragic loss, local authorities urge everyone 
to drive safely during the festive season and 
beyond.

Rustenburg – A silver Hyundai sedan was involved in an 
incident along the R24 near Olifantsnek Dam on Saturday, 
23 November 2024, when the vehicle lost control and rolled 
several times. The two occupants of the vehicle were lucky to 
escape serious injuries in the crash.
Eagle Trauma Rescue’s operational manager, Hennie Madeley, 
reported that while the driver walked away unscathed, the 
passenger sustained only minor injuries. Both individuals were 
attended to by emergency personnel at the scene.

The silver 
Mercedes-
Benz, 
carrying 
a family 
of four, 
which 
fortunately 
sustained 
only minor 
injuries 
in the 
collision.

The silver Hyundai involved in the accident, with both occupants fortunate to escape without serious harm.

SA – The Department of Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment (DFFE) has rolled out a 
Voluntary Surrender Programme for 
lion bones and derivatives, igniting a fierce 
national debate. While some see this 
as a necessary move to align South Africa’s 
conservation practices with global standards, 
others warn it could devastate the captive 
lion industry, with long-lasting consequences 
for lion populations and livelihoods.

Voluntary Surrender Programme
Under the new initiative, the DFFE will oversee 
a programme allowing facilities to legally dispose 
of lion bone stockpiles. Facilities that opt in must:
•	 Sterilise their lions to prevent further 

breeding.
•	 Maintain high welfare standards for lions in 

their care.
•	 Cease acquiring or accepting new captive 

lions.
•	 Obtain the necessary Threatened and 

Protected Species (TOPS) permits.

Minister Dr. Dion George stated, “This programme 
balances sustainable use with the need to 
address ethical and conservation concerns while 
safeguarding jobs for vulnerable individuals.”

A Divisive Proposal
Critics of the programme argue that it could 
dismantle the already struggling captive lion 
industry, potentially leading to unintended 
consequences. Without the industry, they claim, 

captive lions may face neglect or abandonment, 
while local communities reliant on lion breeding 
could suffer severe economic hardship.

Proponents, including conservationists and 
animal rights groups, contend that the captive lion 
industry damages South Africa’s global reputation 
and ethical standing. They argue that the 
surrender programme offers a pathway to phase 
out an unsustainable and controversial practice 
while addressing animal welfare concerns.

Industry Perspectives
Those in the lion breeding sector warn that the 
collapse of the industry could result in:
•	 Increased pressure on wild lion populations 

due to illegal poaching.
•	 The loss of thousands of jobs in rural 

communities.
•	 A spike in unregulated activity, as abandoned 

lions or facilities may fall prey to black-market 
operations.

Next Steps
The DFFE has stressed that participation in the 
programme is voluntary and that all information 
provided will remain confidential. Registration 
does not bind participants to the programme but 
allows them to explore exit options.
For more details or to register, visit:
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/f i les/
legislations/nema_lionbonestockpilesurrender_
g51551gn5539.pdf

A Crossroads for Conservation
South Africa’s captive lion industry faces a pivotal 
moment. The debate surrounding the Voluntary 
Surrender Programme underscores the nation’s 
challenge of balancing ethical conservation, 
economic realities, and the welfare of its iconic 
wildlife and its people.

Future of South 
Africa’s Captive Lions 

in Question
Plan Sparks Fears of 

Industry Collapse

The Government’s Plan 
to ‘Protect’ Lions will 
Actually Kill Them! 

[letter to the editor] 

The future of South Africa’s captive lion 
population is at risk, and I am deeply concerned 
about the so-called “Voluntary Surrender 
Programme” proposed by the Department 
of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment 
(DFFE). 

As someone who has 
dedicated their life 
to the lion industry, I 
cannot stay silent while 
this ill-conceived plan 
threatens to wipe out 
both the industry and 
the lions it claims to 
protect.

The Department uses polished terms like 
“voluntary surrender” and “anonymity,” but 
beneath the surface lies a formula for 
disaster. If this programme proceeds, it will 
trigger the collapse of South Africa’s captive 
lion industry. And make no mistake—when 
the industry falls, so do the lions.

Let’s face reality. It’s a romantic idea to think 
lions should roam free and breed naturally, 
but this isn’t 6,000 years ago. Our country has 
cities, towns, farms, and infrastructure. Where 
do these so-called conservationists want lions 
to roam free? Are they suggesting that lions be 

restricted to a handful of parks like the Kruger 
National Park? That would simply concentrate 
poaching and illegal hunting, as poachers 
would know exactly where to find them.

In captivity, lions are cared for. They are fed, 
loved, treated for illnesses, and given proper 
attention. Yes, when older lions are humanely 
euthanised, some are used for trophy hunting, 
which generates significant international 
income for South Africa. This practice supports 
livelihoods, funds conservation efforts, and 

ensures humane 
treatment of animals at 
the end of their lives.

What the government 
is proposing will not 
only destroy a vital 
economic sector but 
also wipe out captive 
lions entirely. Labelling 
this initiative as an 
“ethical move to align 

with international standards” is laughable. It’s 
not ethics; it’s ignorance. The individuals 
behind this decision clearly do not understand 
the realities of lion care or the economic 
benefits this industry brings to South Africa.

I implore the DFFE to reconsider this 
catastrophic plan. South Africa deserves 
policies that support its people, its economy, 
and its wildlife — not policies that destroy all 
three.

Sincerely,
A Very Concerned Lion Industry Stakeholder
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Kreatiwiteit in 
aksie by Kashane 

VLU Aandtak

Van links: Elize Myburgh, Charmaine Coetzer, Ann Heyneke, Marie Williams, Theresa Graham, Anja 
Nieuwoudt, Ansie Baxter, en Daleen Roos.

Rustenburg – Die Kashane Vroue Landbou Unie (VLU) Aandtak het op 
Dinsdag 12 November 2024 hul maandelikse vergadering gehou, en dit was 
niks minder as inspirerend nie. Die dames het deelgeneem aan ‘n unieke 
en kreatiewe sessie, waar Ansie Baxter hulle gewys het hoe om gewone 
koeverte in pragtige kunswerke te omskep deur servette en ‘n eenvoudige 
stryk proses te gebruik.
Elke dame het haar verbeelding vrye teuels gegee en haar eie unieke 
skepping ontwerp. Van klassieke blommotiewe tot helder en kleurvolle 
patrone, die koeverte het soos ware meesterstukke gelyk. Die projek het nie 
net kreatiwiteit aangewakker nie, maar ook die waarde van handgemaakte 
items beklemtoon, iets wat persoonlike raakpunte by elke geskenk of 
brief voeg.

Role requirements: As our Risk Officer some of your responsibilities will include but not 
limited to:
• Facilitate risk assessments, analysing 

current risks and identifying potential risks 
that may affect the company’s new and 
ongoing projects

• Risk management and implementation of 
required risk controls

• Assessment of contracts/project 
operational risks, safety and health 
minimum requirements, Safety files and the 
management thereof

• Conducting policy and compliance audits, 
which will may include liaising with internal 
and external auditors

• Reviewing any new major contracts or 
internal business proposals to assess risk 
controls measures appropriate to limit risks

• Building risk awareness amongst staff by 
providing risk support and safety training 
within the company

Qualifications: You will be required to have the following:
• Grade 12 / equivalent
• Tertiary qualification in Engineering / Science 

/ Safety / Risk Management is highly 
recommended

• Blasting Certificate is advantageous
• Project Management
• Assessor/Moderator Certificate is 

advantageous

• Certificate in Occupational health and safety 
Risk Assessment and Management (e.g., 
SAMTRAC, etc.)

• Certificate in Mine health and Safety 
legislation

• Auditors Certificate

Knowledge and Experience: Experience of at least two (2) years’ in the risk management 
reports compilation, reporting and monitoring:
• Experience of at least five (5) years’ in the 

engineering, plants, and mining environment
• Understanding of Baseline risk management, 

Bowties analysis, Critical control 
management, Task analysis

• Understanding of risk assessment 

methodologies (e.g. HAZOP, WRAC, 
Swift etc)

• Computer Literate in MS Office, SAP, and 
other specialised technical programs

• Medical Certificate of Fitness

Northam Eland Platinum Mine has an exciting opportunity for a Risk Officer  who will assist the operation with the planning, implementation 
and  execution of risk management processes covering mining and processing activities. Guided by our purpose and our values, we 
enable both high performance and purposeful action as we aim to promote “Smart Platinum Mining”, delivering on metals (PGMs) 
including platinum, palladium, rhodium, iridium, ruthenium and osmium. 

Additional information:
• Eland Platinum Mine is a mining operation which forms part of the Northam Platinum Limited group.  It is 

situated near the vibrant towns of the North West Province—Brits and Hartbeespoort as well as Pretoria, the 
administrative capital city of South Africa.  The mine is a high quality growth-enabling asset currently in a 
development phase and has a life expectancy of 30 years. The Eland mining operation is a shallow hybrid UG2 
PGMs reef, built in decline shafts that give access to the orebody reserves.

• Northam Eland will apply the employment equity principles as set out in the company’s Employment Equity 
Policy which is in compliance with the South African Employment Equity Act.

VACANCIES

RISK OFFICER | GRADE: C UPPER 

Applications close: 06 December 2024
Should you meet all the requirements, Kindly submit a comprehensive updated CV as well as a certified 
copy of your ID and qualifications to HRApplicationsEL@norplats.co.za and please quote the job title in 
the subject box or visit our career site at www.northam.co.za to apply. Kindly note that Eland will only 
correspond with shortlisted candidates. Should you not hear from the company within 21 days after the 

closing date for application please consider your application as unsuccessful. 

Role requirements: As our Strata Control Officer some of your responsibilities will include 
but not limited to:
• Monthly updates of panel risk ratings before planning meetings
• Conduct TARP 3 investigations as and when required
• Identify geological features and their associated risks during underground visits
• Issue Strata Control Officer reports with observations and recommendations following 

underground visits
• Geotechnically log all underground and surface boreholes (cover, geological) and log in Sable
• Log borehole cameras on Sable database and plot in Microstation daily
• Conduct on the job training on TARP and other Rock Engineering standards and procedures 

when underground or daily
• Management of the Strata Control Observers daily
• Provide a support function to production personnel during the planning process and the day-to-

day running of the mine
• Monitor ground movement and ground conditions, assess areas reported as having encountered 

adverse ground conditions and assist the Senior Rock Engineering Officer with making

Qualifications: You will be required to have the following:
• Grade 12 with Maths (HG) and Science (HG) or equivalent at NQF level 4
• Chamber of Mines Strata Control Officers’ Certificate is essential
• Relevant Tertiary Qualification (B.Sc. Geology / B.Tech Mining / B.Sc. Mining / B.Eng. Mining, 

Mathematics, Physics)

Knowledge and Experience: Minimum five to seven (5-7) years’ experience as a Strata 
Control Officer in conventional hard rock underground mining:
• Mines Rescue Services Member 

(Advantageous)
• Parts of Chamber of Mines Rock Mechanic 

certificate would be advantageous

• Report writing skills are essential
• Computer Literacy (Microsoft Office, 

MicroStation V8i, Sable and Rocscience)
• Medical Certificate of Fitness

Additional information:
• Eland Platinum Mine is a mining operation which forms part of the Northam Platinum Limited group.  It is situated 

near the vibrant towns of the North West Province—Brits and Hartebeestpoort and Pretoria, the administrative 
capital city of South Africa.  The mine is a high quality growth-enabling asset currently in a development phase 
and has a life expectancy of 30 year.  The Eland mining operation is a shallow hybrid UG2 PGMs reef, built in 
decline shafts that give access to the orebody reserves.

• Northam Eland will apply the employment equity principles as set out in the company’s Employment Equity 
Policy which is in compliance with the South African Employment Equity Act.

VACANCIES

STRATA CONTROL OFFICER | GRADE: C UPPER

Applications close: 06 December 2024 
Should you meet all the requirements, Kindly submit a comprehensive updated CV as well as a certified 
copy of your ID and qualifications to HRApplicationsEL@norplats.co.za and please quote the job title in 
the subject box or visit our career site at www.northam.co.za to apply. Kindly note that Eland will only 
correspond with shortlisted candidates. Should you not hear from the company within 21 days after the 

closing date for application please consider your application as unsuccessful.

Northam Eland Platinum Mine has an exciting opportunity for a Strata Control Officer who will be responsible for executing daily routine  
underground work according to Mine policies and procedures under the guidance of the 14.1(8). The successful incumbent will also be  
responsible for the gathering and interpretation of geotechnical data to support the operation in achieving its objectives. Guided by our 
purpose and our values, we enable both high performance and purposeful action as we aim to promote “Smart Platinum Mining “, delivering 
on metals (PGMs) including platinum, palladium, rhodium, iridium, ruthenium and osmium. 

VACANCIES | VAKANTE POSTE

Rustenburg – Get ready for the excitement as the iconic Poison Rally 
returns to Rustenburg Kloof from 6 to 8 December 2024, celebrating its 
25th year! 
With tickets at R420 per person (including all shows, camping, and 
special edition metal and cloth badges) or R250 per person after 14:00 
on Saturday, this rally promises an action-packed weekend for all 
attendees. Tickets will be available at the gate, and everyone is invited to 
be part of the thrill and camaraderie. 
For more information, contact Jakes@PoisonRally.co.za or Colette@
PoisonRally.co.za. Don’t miss out on this milestone event — come join 
the adventure!

Roxo Rossouw and Stephan Rossouw (left) at the 2022 Poison Rally. 

Join the 25th 
annual Poison 

Rally at 
Rustenburg 

Kloof!
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DISTEMPER 
OUTBREAK at 

Rustenburg SPCA  

LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT FACILITATOR (ENGINEERING) 
RE-ADVERTISEMENT | GRADE: C LOWER

Role requirements: As our Learning and Development Facilitator Engineering some of 
your responsibilities will include but not limited to:
• Deliver Outcome Based training to all 

employees
• Conduct assessments of learners
• Conduct moderations on assessments
• Assist during development of new course 

material
• Ensure that training facilities and equipment 

are maintained in good state of repair by 
conducting inspections and safety audits in 
area of responsibility

• Ensure safety is in line with legal 

requirements
• Manage and control administration 

associated with area of responsibility
• Ensure Safety and Health standards are 

maintained
• Ensure conformance with Quality and 

Environmental standards
• Monitor and assign work to allocated 

assistants according to instruction when 
required

• Coach and assist with on the job training

Qualifications:
You will be required to have the following:
• Grade 12 or equivalent
• Millwright / Diesel Mechanic / Heavy Earth 

Moving Mechanic Trade Certificate (Section 
13/26D as recognised by the MQA)

• ETDP Level 3 or equivalent

• MQA registered Assessor
• MQA registered Moderator will be 

advantageous

Knowledge and Experience:
• 3-5 years’ experience in the Mining and 

Engineering discipline
• Proficient in MS Package
• Medical Certificate of Fitness

Northam Eland Platinum Mine has an exciting opportunity for a Learning and Development Facilitator Engineering who will ensure 
competency of mine employees by means of theoretical and practical training and competency assessments. Guided by our purpose 
and values, we enable both high performance and purposeful actions as we aim to promote “Smart Platinum Mining”, whilst delivering 
on metals (PGMs) including platinum, palladium,  rhodium, iridium, ruthenium and osmium.  

Additional information:
• Eland Platinum Mine is a mining operation which forms part of the Northam Platinum Limited group.  It is 

situated near the vibrant towns of the North West Province—Brits and Hartbeestpoort as well as Pretoria, 
the administrative capital city of South Africa. The mine is a high quality growth-enabling asset currently in a 
development phase and has a life expectancy of 30 years.  The Eland mining operation is a shallow hybrid UG2 
PGMs reef, built in decline shafts that give access to the orebody reserves.

• Northam Eland will apply the employment equity principles as set out in the company’s Employment Equity 
Policy which is in compliance with the South African Employment Equity Act.

VACANCIES

Applications close: 06 December 2024 
Should you meet all the requirements, Kindly submit a comprehensive updated CV as well as a certified 
copy of your ID and qualifications to HRApplicationsEL@norplats.co.za and please quote the job title in 
the subje ct box to apply or visit our career site at www.northam.co.za to apply. Kindly note that Eland 
will only correspond with shortlisted candidates. Should you not hear from the company within 21 days 

after the closing date for application please consider your application as unsuccessful. 

WARD 16 ADVERT INSTALLATION OF FIBER
ISSUE DATE: 29 November 2024

Mpande Cabling and Technologies (Pty) Ltd seeks local subcontractor  
(SMMEs and Co-operatives) to render the services as required below.

It is the responsibility of the SMMEs to submit all required compliance documents. 
Only companies that submit and meet requirements will be considered.
Submission:
Krownridgeholdings@gmail.com

Closing Date: 4 December 2024 at 10:00 
Enquiries:
Mr Shimi Ntsekeletsa | Email: krownridgeholings@gmail.com  
Tel: 081 318 5153

Scope of Work
• Trenching 1m 
• Laying of 7 way duct 
• Backfilling by sifting of soil 
• 450mm 
• Compacting by means of rammer 

at 300mm
• Complete backfilling to original 

ground surface
• Final compaction by means of 

rammer
• Housekeeping (clean- up of site)

To qualify as a sub-contractor or supplier, the 
following requirements must be met:
• Company registration documents
• Tax Clearance Certificate and Tax Pin
• BBBEE Certificate / Certified affidavit
• Confirmation of Bank Details of company
• Company Profile with contact details (cell and 

email)
• Copy of Identity Document
• Proof of Residence from Ward Councilor/

Municipal Account
• Letter of good standing (COIDA) (Required at 

the time of appointment of work)

Mpande Cabling and Technologies (Pty) Ltd CEO
Mr Graham Beckett

Please note that we will not be responding to 
comments on social media posts. We encourage 
anyone with questions or complaints to contact 
us directly via email at vicechair@spcartb.org.za 
or chairman@spcartb.org.za. We will respond to 
each inquiry individually and with care.
On behalf of the Rustenburg SPCA committee, we 
extend our gratitude to our loyal supporters and 
members of the public for their ongoing support 
and compassion for our SPCA.
Kindly take notice that there were isolated incidents 
of distemper in our kennels, but we wish to confirm 
that this has escalated to an outbreak of distemper 
throughout the kennels. Strict biosecurity 
measures are being put in place to avoid further 
contamination and to contain the spread of the 
disease. Canine distemper is a viral disease and 
there is no specific treatment for distemper. It 
is against this background that we would like to 
address recent concerns circulating on social 
media and clarify the situations involving some of 
the animals in our care.

Skyler
Skyler was surrendered to us due to issues with 
aggression towards her by their other dogs. While 
her original owners were given the opportunity to 
adopt her again, the adoption process requires 
fairness and adherence to rules. Unfortunately, 
Skyler’s meet-and-greet with the prospective 
adopters’ dogs did not go well, and she could not 
be placed back in their care.
Over time, as Skyler remained in the kennels, she 
developed severe kennel stress which refers to 

the physical and psychological strain that animals, 
particularly dogs, can experience when confined in 
a kennel or shelter environment for an extended 
period. While kennels are often necessary for 
temporary housing, the unfamiliar surroundings, 
limited space, and lack of consistent social 
interaction can take a toll on an animal’s well-
being. This is a common challenge for dogs kept 
in shelters for extended periods, often leading to 
deterioration in their mental 
and physical health. Due to the 
psychological strain that Skyler 
was under, a difficult decision 
was made to humanely 
euthanize her.

Jessica
Jessica and two other dogs 
were surrendered to the SPCA 
after they were reported to 
have killed sheep on a farm. 
On 19 November 2024, the 
original owner’s family inquired 
about re-adopting Jessica. 
While we guided them through 
the adoption process, strict rules had to be followed 
to ensure Jessica’s successful integration into a 
new home.
Before the meet-and-greet could take place, 
Jessica began showing signs of illness. She was 
tested and diagnosed with distemper. For the 
safety of other animals in our care, Jessica was 
isolated and treated. Throughout the process, we 
maintained communication with the family. Sadly, 

despite our best efforts, Jessica passed away on 
25 November 2024 while under our care.

Molly
We extend our heartfelt condolences to the family 
who intended to adopt Molly. Molly also contracted 
distemper while in our kennels. Molly was sent to 
the vet to be sterilised, where they noticed that 
she had a high temperature and therefore did a 

distemper test on her. This test 
has come out as positive, and 
she was humanely euthanized 
to prevent further suffering as 
there is no cure for distemper.

Our commitment
We understand the public’s 
concerns as well as the 
devastating effect of distemper 
on our animals, but we can 
assure you that every decision 
made by the management 
committee of the Rustenburg 
SPCA aimed at the welfare of 
the animals in our care. The 

outbreak of distemper in our kennels has taken a 
significant emotional toll on our staff and committee 
members and we plead for your continued support 
and understanding.
We sincerely appreciate your support as we 
continue to combat this devastating virus.

SPCA press release extracts 

HELP Protect 
the Endangered 
Pangolin

A pangolin, one of the most trafficked 
and endangered mammals in the 
world. If you’ve spotted one or 
witnessed suspicious activity, such 
as someone attempting to sell or 
trade it illegally, report it immediately.
Simply snap a photo of the animal, 
note its location, and send the details 
to the Pangolert number: 

072 726 4654

A pangolin, one of the most trafficked and endangered mammals in the world.

WE KNOCK 
AND DROP 
FLYERS AND 
PAMPHLETS 

CALL 081 389 2846
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Is Rustenburg going to 
get a university? [letter to the editor] 

IMPALA PEO ESD FUND TO EMPOWER LOCAL SMMES 

The launch of the Impala 
Poe ESD Fund took place 
in November at the Impala 
Visitors Centre

Rustenburg – Impala Platinum Pty Limited 
(Impala) has launched the Impala Peo Enterprise 
and Supplier Development (ESD) Fund, a major 
initiative aimed at empowering local small, 
medium, and micro enterprises (SMMEs) across 
the Rustenburg region. 
The fund has committed R50 million over five 
years to provide accessible, low-interest financing 
to black-owned businesses — with a focus on 
women- and youth-led enterprises — located in the 
communities that host the Impala Rustenburg and 
Impala Bafokeng’s operations. The initiative seeks 
to build economic resilience, fuel job creation and 
drive inclusive economic growth.
To address the funding barriers faced by small 
businesses, the Impala Peo ESD Fund is structured 
around two funding streams to meet the specific 
needs of local suppliers:
1.	 Short-term funding: R25 million is dedicated 

to helping SMMEs fulfil short-term orders. 
This funding stream offers low-interest loans 
of between R50 000 and R2 million, enabling 
businesses to deliver confirmed orders with a 
quick turnaround time. Loan repayment will be 
expected on successful delivery and payment 
by Impala clients.

2.	 Medium-term funding: R25 million is allocated 
to supporting enterprises with medium-term 
contracts. Loans from R250 000 to R5 million 
will be made available to enable businesses 
commit to and complete larger, sustained 
projects, which take place over 12 to 36 months.

Loan financing is set at a 5% interest rate and is 
designed to cater for both short- and medium-term 
projects. As such, the fund empowers businesses 
by providing much-needed cash flow solutions 
over the life of the project. 
The Impala Peo ESD Fund will also support 

enterprises by providing access to market 
opportunities, infrastructure, and a range of 
business services, equipping them for sustainable 
growth. Each business applying for a Peo Fund 
loan will undergo a due diligence process to confirm 
eligibility, with criteria including geographical 
focus, black ownership, an annual turnover below 
R50 million, and compliance with community and 
regulatory standards. Priority will be given to black-
owned SMMEs led by women and youth.
At the fund’s launch on Thursday 7 November 
2024, Impala Rustenburg’s head of sustainable 
development, Martin Pieters, said the Impala Peo 
ESD Fund represented a groundbreaking move for 
the company, one that is rooted in a commitment to 
uplift and empower local communities. “Our goal is 
to create socioeconomic opportunities where they 
are most needed. By facilitating access to finance 
and opening market opportunities, we’re fostering 

the right conditions for local enterprises to thrive 
and contribute to the regional economy.”
Acting executive mayor for the Rustenburg Local 
Municipality, Karabo Phutu, praised the fund 
as a vital force for economic empowerment, 
especially for women and young entrepreneurs. 
“The Impala Peo ESD Fund is creating pathways 
for local business growth, job creation and skills 
development, and positioning these enterprises 
to become cornerstones of our community and 
economy,” he said.
The Impala Peo ESD Fund will target SMMEs 
in communities within the sphere of influence 
of the Impala Rustenburg and Impala Bafokeng 
operations, including Bafokeng communities, 
Freedom Park, Meriting, Seraleng, Phatsima and 
Boshoek, bringing a focused approach to economic 
inclusion and sustainable development.
Impala press release extracts

I am writing to request an update on the proposed 
transfer of portion of Erf 2243, Geelhoutpark 
Extension 6, Rustenburg — an area spanning 21.5 
hectares — from the Rustenburg Local Municipality 
to the North West University (notice number: 56/ 
2023). 
This transfer aims to support the establishment of a 
School of Sustainable Mining, a project that could 
bring lasting educational and economic benefits to 
our community.
Notices initially indicated that community members 
had until 21 December 2023 to submit comments 
or objections, but since then, there has been no 
communication on the progress of this proposal. 

This initiative holds great promise for Rustenburg, 
creating academic pathways and strengthening 
our existing local colleges.
If you have any updates, the community would 
deeply appreciate your insights. The establishment 
of a university here 
could serve as a 
vital foundation 
for growth and 
opportunity in 
Rustenburg.
Sincerely,
Rustenburg 
resident

Experience the thrill of the biggest zipline in the area, spanning 340 
meters — perfect for family fun and adventure lovers alike!

Discover the 
adventure at The 

Farmyard, nestled at 
36 Donkerhoek Road 
in Rustenburg, where 
outdoor fun awaits for 

the whole family.

trails, and an obstacle course. For those who 
enjoy a more laid-back outdoor experience, The 
Farmyard also hosts parkruns every Saturday from 
07:00 until 09:00. The 5km route winds through 
the forest and is free to join with no registration 
required. For more information on the parkrun, 
please contact 072 601 7853.

Exciting new addition to the Farmyard at Rainhill Farm: 

Acrobranch Rustenburg
Rustenburg – On Saturday, 14 December 2024, 
The Farmyard at Rainhill Farm, located at 36 
Donkerhoek Road in Rustenburg, will unveil a 
thrilling new addition to its offerings: Acrobranch 
Rustenburg. This exciting tree-top adventure park 
is sure to provide a day of fun and adventure for 
explorers of all ages and skill levels.

What is Acrobranch?
Acrobranch is a tree-top adventure park that brings 
excitement to outdoor enthusiasts with activities 
such as cargo nets, zip lines, and wobbly barrels. 
Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced 
adventurer, Acrobranch has something for 
everyone.

Exciting courses for all ages
•	 Kid’s Course: Acro-Twigs
Designed for children ages three to six, this course 
features 19 fun and safe obstacles that help 
build balance and coordination. It’s a supervised 
experience to ensure a safe and enjoyable 
adventure for little ones.
•	 Beginner’s Course: Monkey Moves
Perfect for ages 7+ and adults, this course 
includes 19 obstacles that help participants build 
confidence. If you’re new to outdoor adventures, 
this is the ideal course to get started.
•	 Intermediate Course: Swinging Tarzan
For those who are ready to take on a bigger 

challenge, the Swinging Tarzan course features 20 
obstacles for adventurers 7+ years old and those 
who are at least 1.3 meters tall. Test your agility 
and courage in this intermediate-level course.
•	 Big Zip
Prepare for an adrenaline rush with three 
exhilarating zip rides totalling 340 meters! Soar 
through the treetops with breathtaking views of the 
Magaliesberg mountains. This course is designed 
for adventurers ages 7+ and promises a thrilling 
experience with speed, height, and unforgettable 
scenery.
Owner of The Farmyard at Rainhill Farm, Mark 
Hartley, shared his excitement about the new 
addition: “Please gather your friends, family, and 
all adventure lovers for an unforgettable day in the 
treetops at Acrobranch Rustenburg. We can’t wait 
to welcome you to this exciting new chapter in the 
Acrobranch family! Please come and see.”

Booking information
To ensure your spot, booking ahead is 
recommended. For bookings to Acrobranch 
Rustenburg, please contact 021 201 1121 or pop 
a mail to bookings@acrobranch.co.za. 

More at The Farmyard
While Acrobranch Rustenburg is a major highlight, 
The Farmyard at Rainhill Farm offers a range of 
other activities too, such as venue bookings, hiking 

•	 Platinum Weekly 
newspaper contacted 
the Rustenburg Local 
Municipality for a 
response, but we 
have not received 
any feedback.
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NOTICE ISSUED IN TERMS OF REGULATION 4(2) OF THE EIA 
REGULATION, REGARDING THE APPROVED ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUTHORISATION FOR THE CERTAIN PORTION OF THE REMAINING 
EXTENT OF THE FARM BASPOORT 399 JQ WITHIN THE MAGISTERIAL 
DISTRICT OF RUSTENBURG WITH REF: NW 30/5/1/3/2/1/11242 EM
Temong Group CC have been granted an Environmental Authorization 
for application of mining permit for Iron Ore and related mining activities 
issued by the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) on the 18th of 
November 2024.
REASONS FOR THE DECISION: In reaching the decision the Department 
looked into the following consideration:
(a) A public participation processes (ppp) was undertaken and the Applicant 
has satisfied the minimum requirements as prescribed in the NEMA EIA 
2014 Regulations for Public involvement
(b) The environmental impacts associated with the proposed mitigation 
measures as outlined in the BAR
(c) The closure and rehabilitation is included in the BAR.
(d) The environmental emergencies procedure is included in the BAR
(e) The environmental awareness plan is included in the BAR and
(f) The quantum calculation of the financial provision for rehabilitation of the 
prospecting activities is included in the BAR.
NOTICE OF INTENSION TO APPEAL:
An appeal can be lodged against the decision as stipulated in the National 
Appeals Regulations 2014 should you wish to appeal. The appeal must 
be lodged within 20 days from the date of receipt of the notification to the 
minister of Environmental Affairs. The appeal must be lodged as prescribed 
in the National Appeal Regulations 2014 by means of the following methods:
Appeal to the Department of Environment Affairs:
Attention: Directorate Appeals and legal review | Email: appeals@
environment.gov.za | By post: private bag x 447, Pretoria, 0001 | By 
hand: Environmental House, corner Steve Biko and Soutpansberg 
Street, Arcadia, Pretoria, 0083 | Copy of the lodged appeal to the 
Department of Mineral Resources | Attention: Regional Manager: 
North West Region | Email:  Phumudzo.Nethwadzi@dmr.gov.za | By 
facsimile: 018 462 9036 | By post: Private Bag A1, Klerksdorp, 2570 
| By hand: Vaal University of technology Building, Cnr Margareth 
Prinsloo &Voortrekker Street, Klerksdorp, 2570

We are looking for the biological father of Onkarabetse 
Mkengu, daughter of Ms. Galeboe Mkengu (1988/08/23-
2013/08/13). Should anyone have any details in this 
regard, may you kindly inform the social worker on 
amoloko.socialworker@gmail.com or 014 537 2014/2072

The Social Worker at Child and Family Welfare 
Rustenburg is looking for the biological father of 
Mphoentle Molefe. Mphoentle is the daughter of the late 
Ms Thato Molefe. If anyone has any information about 
the father of the afore-mentioned child, kindly inform 
the undersigned on 014 537 2014/2072 or by email on 
amoloko.socialworker@gmail.com

RUSTENBURG CHILD AND FAMILY WELFARE 

IN THE MAGISTRATES’ COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF RUSTENBURG HELD AT 
RUSTENBURG | Case number: 8427/2019 | In the matter between: WEITER RAUM 
HOME OWNERS ASSOCIATION - EXECUTION CREDITOR and PIETER HOFFMAN 
EIENDOMSBELEGGINGS (PTY) LTD - EXECUTION DEBTOR 

NOTICE OF SALE – AUCTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
In execution of a judgment of the abovementioned court, a sale with reserve price 
of R NUL will be held by the Sheriff of the Magistrates Court for Zeerust at 43 PIET 
RETIEF STREET, ZEERUST on FRIDAY, the 13TH day of DECEMBER 2024 at 09:00 
of the undermentioned property of the Execution Debtor subject to the conditions of 
sale which are available for inspection at the offices of the Sheriff of the Magistrates 
Court, Zeerust at 43 Coetzee Street, Zeerust, during office hours: ERF 14, WEITER 
RAUM PRIVATE ESTATE, THE FARM KAALRAND NO. 416 JP, SWARTRUGGENS
Particulars of the property and the improvements thereon are provided herewith, 
but are not guaranteed: The property is a vacant erf within an estate. There are 
no improvements or buildings on the property. | The property is situated within the 
magisterial district of Swartruggens. | The property is zoned for residential purposes.
Consumer Protection Act, 68 of 2008 | KINDLY TAKE NOTICE THAT the sale in 
execution is conducted in accordance with the Consumer Protection Act, 68 of 2008, 
pursuant to an order granted against the Execution Debtor for money owing to the 
Execution Creditor. | TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT registration as a Buyer is a 
pre-requisite subject to Conditions, inter alia: a) Directive of the Consumer Protection 
Act 68 of 2008 | b) FICA-legislation – proof of identity and address particulars | c) All 
bidders are required to pay R25, 000.00 | d) Registration conditions | e) Registration 
form to be completed before the auction | The purchaser shall pay to the Sheriff a 
deposit of 10% of the purchase price in cash or by bank guaranteed cheque or EFT 
on the day of sale. | The balance shall be paid against transfer and shall be secured 
by a guarantee issued by a financial institution approved by the execution creditor 
or his or her attorney and shall be furnished to the Sheriff within 21 (TWENTY-ONE) 
days after the sale. | The property may be taken possession of after signature of the 
Conditions of Sale, payment of the deposit and upon the balance of the purchase price 
being secured in terms of the Conditions. | Should the purchaser receive possession 
of the property, the purchaser shall be liable for occupational rental at the rate of 1% 
of the purchase price, per month from date of possession to date of transfer. | Inspect 
Conditions at Sheriff of the Magistrates Court, Zeerust at 43 Coetzee Street, Zeerust.
VAN VELDEN-DUFFEY INCORPORATED | PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEYS | North Block 
04, @Office Building | Corner of Kock & Brink Street | Rustenburg | Tel: 014 592 1135 
/ Fax: 014 592 1184 | Ref: E McCallaghan/mt/MAT110925 | Email: maria@vvd.co.za 

Notice is hereby given in terms of section 6 (4) (5) (a)(b) of Rustenburg 
Local Municipality Outdoor Advertising By-Law gazette number 8016 that 
was gazetted on the 11 June 2019, that Brand IQ would like to place 
a single-sided billboard at (Nelson Mandela Drive, along Portion 
220/272 of The Farm Town and Townlands 272 JQ). 
Attention is specifically drawn to the fact that in terms of section 6 
(6) of the by-law that any person proposing to submit comments or 
representation or lodge an objection as contemplated must address such 
comments, representations, or objections to both the municipality and the 
applicant concerned. Comments must be submitted to Rustenburg 
Local Municipality within the period of 21 days from the date of 
Advertisement.  

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following individuals are to be contacted.  
For enquiries please contact:  
Lerato Katane/Olebogeng Mabala/nkonono Mantswe   
014 590 3435/3527/3394 | Email: lkatane@rustenburg.gov.za  / 
oditshwene@rustenburg.gov.za  

No 13 Esdoring Street,  
Central Office Park
Highveld Techno Park, Centurion
Postnet Suite 551 
Private Bag X1007
Lyttelton | Tel: 012 665 2942  
Fax: 012 665 2875 
Fax-to-email: 086 510 3594

Notice is hereby given in terms of section 6 (4) (5) (a)(b) of Rustenburg 
Local Municipality Outdoor Advertising By-Law gazette number 8016 that 
was gazetted on the 11 June 2019, that Brand IQ would like to place a 
double-sided billboard at (Beneden Street next to Portion 133 of The 
Farm and Townlands 272 JQ). 
Attention is specifically drawn to the fact that in terms of section 6 
(6) of the by-law that any person proposing to submit comments or 
representation or lodge an objection as contemplated must address such 
comments, representations, or objections to both the municipality and the 
applicant concerned. Comments must be submitted to Rustenburg 
Local Municipality within the period of 21 days from the date of 
Advertisement.  

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following individuals are to be contacted.  
For enquiries please contact:  
Lerato Katane/Olebogeng Mabala/nkonono Mantswe   
014 590 3435/3527/3394 | Email: lkatane@rustenburg.gov.za  / 
oditshwene@rustenburg.gov.za  

No 13 Esdoring Street,  
Central Office Park
Highveld Techno Park, Centurion
Postnet Suite 551 
Private Bag X1007
Lyttelton | Tel: 012 665 2942  
Fax: 012 665 2875 
Fax-to-email: 086 510 3594

Donate 
books to the 
Rustenburg 

SPCA

Rustenburg – The Rustenburg Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) 
is calling on the community to donate 
books for their upcoming book sale. While 
the date of the sale is not yet confirmed, the 
collection of books is already in full swing 
to ensure a successful event that will raise 
crucial funds for animals in need.
Marisa Kruger, the inspector and manager 
of the Rustenburg SPCA, encourages 
residents to participate. “We urge everyone 
to donate books they no longer need,” she 
said. “Each book donated goes a long way 
in supporting the welfare of the animals in 
our care.”
This ongoing book collection is a perfect 
opportunity for community members to 
declutter their shelves and support a worthy 
cause. Whether you have a few novels, 
children’s books, or non-fiction volumes to 
spare, your donation can make a significant 
impact. 
For more info or in case of emergency, 
please contact the Rustenburg SPCA 
office at 014 592 3181 or inspector Marisa 
Kruger at 084 885 5173. 
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Combatting gender-based violence

RAF HALTS AN 
ESTIMATED 

R65 MILLION’S 
WORTH OF 

FRAUDULENT 
CLAIMS 

SA – The Road Accident Fund (RAF) has 
blocked the disbursement of R65 million’s 
worth of claims over the last three financial 
years as part of a crackdown on fraudulent 
and corrupt activities. A total of 2,031 
fraudulent claims were rejected – 870 in 
2023/2024, 713 in 2022/23, and 448 in 
2021/22. These are claims that were not 
processed and finalised because of their 
fraudulent nature. 
Over R1 billion in fraudulent claims were 
identified for rejection to safeguard the 
Fund’s financial resources and rightfully 
direct them to road crash survivors. This 
also occurred over the past three years. 
The Fund’s fraud detection strategy aims 
to enhance the operational plan of ensuring 
that the RAF reduces the time it takes to 
pay legitimate claims to claimants that are 
genuinely impacted by road crashes.
RAF chief executive office, Collins Letsoalo, 
said: “Fraud costs the RAF money and 
negatively impacts service delivery to 
road crash victims and their families. We 
encourage all road crash survivors who 
suspect fraudulent activity from any party 
– internally or externally – to report it with 
immediate effect.”
The RAF continues to enhance its anti-
fraud and corruption efforts throughout the 
organisation in order to benefit road crash 
victims whose lives are sometimes changed 
forever by motor vehicle accidents. 
People who suspect fraud being committed 
against the Fund can contact 0800 005 919 
anonymously. In the unfortunate event of 
being involved in a motor vehicle accident, 
the RAF Contact Centre is reachable on 
087 820 1111 from Mondays to Fridays, 
07h45 to 16h00. The RAF can also be 
reached through its offices countrywide, 
details of which are available on its website 
on www.raf.co.za.
RAF press release extracts

Rustenburg – The South African Police Service 
(SAPS) in the Bojanala Platinum Sub-District 
2 launched their annual “16 Days of Activism 
for No Violence Against Women and Children” 
campaign to raise awareness about gender-
based violence and the protection of vulnerable 
groups, particularly women and children.
The launch event took place on Monday, 
25 November 2024, at the Civic Centre in 
Rustenburg, where deputy president Paul 
Mashatile delivered the keynote address. In his 

speech, Mashatile emphasised the importance 
of collective efforts in combating violence and 
supporting victims, stressing the role of society 
in tackling this critical issue.
The event saw the participation of various 
stakeholders, including key government 
departments, civil society organisations, and 
law enforcement agencies, highlighting the 
collaborative approach needed to address 
gender-based violence and ensure the safety 
and well-being of women and children.

Notice is hereby given in terms of section 6 (4) (5) (a)(b) of Rustenburg 
Local Municipality Outdoor Advertising By-Law gazette number 8016 that 
was gazetted on the 11 June 2019, that Brand IQ would like to place a 
double-sided billboard at (Helen Joseph Drive, along Erf 937 Cashan 
Extension 5). 
Attention is specifically drawn to the fact that in terms of section 6 
(6) of the by-law that any person proposing to submit comments or 
representation or lodge an objection as contemplated must address such 
comments, representations, or objections to both the municipality and the 
applicant concerned. Comments must be submitted to Rustenburg 
Local Municipality within the period of 21 days from the date of 
Advertisement.  

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following individuals are to be contacted.  
For enquiries please contact:  
Lerato Katane/Olebogeng Mabala/nkonono Mantswe   
014 590 3435/3527/3394  
Email: lkatane@rustenburg.gov.za  / oditshwene@rustenburg.gov.za  

No 13 Esdoring Street,  
Central Office Park
Highveld Techno Park, Centurion
Postnet Suite 551 
Private Bag X1007
Lyttelton | Tel: 012 665 2942  
Fax: 012 665 2875 
Fax-to-email: 086 510 3594

Notice is hereby given in terms of section 6 (4) (5) (a)(b) of Rustenburg 
Local Municipality Outdoor Advertising By-Law gazette number 8016 that 
was gazetted on the 11 June 2019, that Brand IQ would like to place a 
double-sided billboard at (R104, next to Erf 72 of the farm Waterval 
306 JQ). 
Attention is specifically drawn to the fact that in terms of section 6 
(6) of the by-law that any person proposing to submit comments or 
representation or lodge an objection as contemplated must address such 
comments, representations, or objections to both the municipality and the 
applicant concerned. Comments must be submitted to Rustenburg 
Local Municipality within the period of 21 days from the date of 
Advertisement.  

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following individuals are to be contacted.  
For enquiries please contact:  
Lerato Katane/Olebogeng Mabala/nkonono Mantswe   
014 590 3435/3527/3394  
Email: lkatane@rustenburg.gov.za  / oditshwene@rustenburg.gov.za 

No 13 Esdoring Street,  
Central Office Park
Highveld Techno Park, Centurion
Postnet Suite 551 
Private Bag X1007
Lyttelton | Tel: 012 665 2942  
Fax: 012 665 2875 
Fax-to-email: 086 510 3594

Notice is hereby given in terms of section 6 (4) (5) (a)(b) of Rustenburg 
Local Municipality Outdoor Advertising By-Law gazette number 8016 that 
was gazetted on the 11 June 2019, that Brand IQ would like to place 
a double-sided billboard at (Swaartruggens Road next to Erf 2104 
Rustenburg Extension 7) 
Attention is specifically drawn to the fact that in terms of section 6 
(6) of the by-law that any person proposing to submit comments or 
representation or lodge an objection as contemplated must address such 
comments, representations, or objections to both the municipality and the 
applicant concerned. Comments must be submitted to Rustenburg 
Local Municipality within the period of 21 days from the date of 
Advertisement.  

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following individuals are to be contacted.  
For enquiries please contact:  
Lerato Katane/Olebogeng Mabala/nkonono Mantswe   
014 590 3435/3527/3394  
Email: lkatane@rustenburg.gov.za  / oditshwene@rustenburg.gov.za  

No 13 Esdoring Street,  
Central Office Park
Highveld Techno Park, Centurion
Postnet Suite 551 
Private Bag X1007
Lyttelton | Tel: 012 665 2942  
Fax: 012 665 2875 
Fax-to-email: 086 510 3594

Notice is hereby given in terms of section 6 (4) (5) (a)(b) of Rustenburg 
Local Municipality Outdoor Advertising By-Law gazette number 8016 that 
was gazetted on the 11 June 2019, that Brand IQ would like to place 
a single-sided billboard at (Fatima Bhayat Street, along Portion 
220/272 of The Farm Town and Townlands 272 JQ). 
Attention is specifically drawn to the fact that in terms of section 6 
(6) of the by-law that any person proposing to submit comments or 
representation or lodge an objection as contemplated must address such 
comments, representations, or objections to both the municipality and the 
applicant concerned. Comments must be submitted to Rustenburg 
Local Municipality within the period of 21 days from the date of 
Advertisement.  

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following individuals are to be contacted.  
For enquiries please contact:  
Lerato Katane/Olebogeng Mabala/nkonono Mantswe   
014 590 3435/3527/3394  
Email: lkatane@rustenburg.gov.za  / oditshwene@rustenburg.gov.za  

No 13 Esdoring Street,  
Central Office Park
Highveld Techno Park, Centurion
Postnet Suite 551 
Private Bag X1007
Lyttelton | Tel: 012 665 2942  
Fax: 012 665 2875 
Fax-to-email: 086 510 3594

Stakeholders united at the launch of the “16 Days of Activism” 
campaign, marking a collective commitment to ending gender-
based violence and protecting women and children.

If you have information about suspected 
arson, report it to SAPS. Remember, 

you’ll need to provide a sworn statement 
and possibly testify in court. Arson is a 
serious crime, involving the intentional 

burning of someone else’s property.

To remain anonymous,  
call Crime Stop at 08600 10111.

REPORT ARSON!
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12 Therefore let him who 
thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall. 13 No temptation 
has overtaken you except 
such as is common to man; 
but God is faithful, who will 
not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, 
but with the temptation will 
also make the 
way of escape, 
that you may 
be able 
to bear it.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

1 CORINTHIANS 10

2 4 7
9 1 8 4

9 8 2
3 8 9 6

1 5 8
3 6 8

3 1 5 6
2 4 9

6 9 4

SOULFOOD

Rustenburg SAPS Radio 
Control Centre

014 590 4115/ 6/ 7

Rustenburg SAPS Community 
Service Centre

014 590 4126/ 27/ 39

SAPS Boitekong 014 593 6001/ 
6002/ 6003

SAPS Emergency 
(cell phones only)

112

SAPS Marikana 014 572 8600/
8601/ 8602

SAPS Rustenburg 014 590 4115/
4116/ 4117

SAPS Tlhabane 014 565 9154
SAPS CrimeStop                   10111

Sector 1 071 553 5199
Sector 2 076 475 3268
Sector 3 083 459 7125
Sector 4 and 5 065 504 6036

Rustenburg Child Welfare 014 537 2014
SAVF Rustenburg - 
212A Kruger Street

014 592 8568

RATA Social Services Rustenburg
58 Ridder Street

014 000 4804 

Child Protection Hotline
Brits 072 408 8864
Hartbeespoort 072 086 5854
Rustenburg 079 169 5340
Childline 116
Department of Social Services 
Development, Rustenburg

014 565 3630/1/2 
014 555 6804 

Ambulance /  
Metro Control Room

014 597 6600
10177

Ambulance / Metro Control 
Room (provincial)

014 777 3500

Rustenburg Crime Combating 
Forum / RCCF

074 327 3041

Wesalarms  014 592 8364
Extrasec 014 594 1257
Fidelity ADT                            086 121 2501
Arena Outdoor Security 087 815 0730

071 741 1272
Buffel Sekuriteit and Rustenburg 
Landelike Diens

076 344 2469

SAPS

COMMUNITY POLICE FORUM (CPF) 

WHERE TO REPORT CHILD 
ABUSE AND NEGLECT

AMBULANCE

RUSTENBURG CRIME COMBATING FORUM

PRIVATE SECURITY 

MEDICAL EMERGENCY
National Sea Rescue Institute 
(NSRI)          

087 094 9774

Med 24/7 (Private) 086 177 7761
ER24 084 124
JustMed24 072 702 0125
NetCare 911 082 911
Trauma Rescue 014 594 0689
Ferncrest Hospital 
(Emergencies)

014 568 4339/8

Peglerae Hospital (Casualties) 014 597 2823
HOSPITALS
Ferncrest Hospital 014 568 4399
Job Shimankana Tabane (JST) 
provincial hospital

014 590 5100

La Femme Clinic 014 101 0148 
RusMed 24 014 523 9378/9351

Pangolert 072 726 4654

CLEANING SERVICES 24/7
CIA Crime Incident Accident 079 498 7606
FIRE
Fire Department 014 590 3232/ 3333/ 

3444
RTB LOCAL MUNICIPALITY
RLM Accounts Queries 014 590 3111/3090
RLM Emergencies (Fire Dept.) Press 3
RLM Customer Care 
Supervisor

Press 2

WATER

ELECTRICITY
Water Problem Helpline  014 590 3111

Electricity Helpline 014 590 3170 
Eskom National Line 086 003 7566
ROAD AND TRAFFIC
N4 Emergency Contact Number
24-hour Security 
Control Room:

014 569 0394/ 0395 or 
071 602 7683

Bakwena Emergency 
Control Centre

082 225 9362

Traffic Control Room 
(Rustenburg)

014 590 3221

PEST CONTROL

SNAKE REMOVAL

WILDLIFE AND ENDANGERED ANIMALS

Bee Removal 061 657 6085

Timothy Strydom (Swartruggens, 
Koster) 

073 009 5970
081 432 0729

Phillip Snyman (Rustenburg) 079 527 4293
Raymond Louwies (Rustenburg 
and surrounds)

065 523 4466

PDI Wildlife Rescue (Rustenburg, 
Koster, Derby)

082 843 8465

Do you think time travel 
will ever be possible?

Time travel has fascinated humanity for 
centuries, sparking endless debates in 
science and fiction. While some physicists 
explore the theoretical possibilities, 
practical time travel remains elusive. 
Could breakthroughs in technology one 
day unlock this mystery, or is it destined 
to remain a dream? What do you think?  
Here’s how you can participate. Email us at 
news@platinumweekly.co.za or WhatsApp 
your response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish 

your pic alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your 

response before 12:00 on Monday, 2 
December 2024.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll 
will be featured in our next issue. Be a 
part of our community’s story!
P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice 
your opinion on our Facebook post 
about this topic. Join the conversation!

POLL

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Do you believe in life 

beyond Earth?

Are we alone, or could aliens really exist? With billions of stars and planets in the universe, many 
wonder if we’re truly alone. From mysterious signals to the discovery of distant, Earth-like planets, 
science offers intriguing hints. Do you believe other forms of life exist out there, or are we unique?

Do you believe in life beyond Earth?
HAVE YOUR SAY

Yes, in short, I believe life exists 
on other planets. The universe is 

vast and largely unexplored — our 
observable portion represents 

only a tiny fraction of the whole. 
With advancements in technology, 

we’ve discovered planets that 
could support life, but we’re far 

from finding concrete evidence. 
While media and conspiracy 

theories often trivialise the topic, 
I take it seriously. Religion, in my 
view, neither confirms nor denies 
the possibility of extraterrestrial 
life and wouldn’t conflict with its 
discovery. If we do find life, it’s 
likely to be simple organisms 

rather than advanced civilizations, 
and meaningful interaction seems 

improbable. Perhaps there’s a 
reason we haven’t found them, 

and maybe it’s best that way. For 
now, our focus should remain on 
protecting Earth and addressing 

the challenges we face here. Eben 
Stoltz, Rustenburg 

Personally, I lean toward 
the belief that aliens 

might exist. The universe 
is unimaginably vast, 

with countless stars and 
planets, making it seem 
unlikely that Earth is the 
only place where life has 
emerged. While definitive 
evidence remains elusive, 
the possibility of life — be 
it simple microorganisms 
or advanced civilizations 
— is far too fascinating to 
dismiss. So yes, I believe 
we’re not alone. Nqobile 

Hlatshwayo, Rustenburg

NO 4% YES 96%

Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Weekly disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, injury or expense, 
however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the information provided through this 
publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or advertisements, and does not warrant the truth, 
accuracy or completeness of the information provided. Advertisements, classifieds, editorials and letters written 
to the editor/ newspaper/s is the opinions and representations of the companies/individuals who placed or sent 
the advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or sent the letters to the editor and not that of the editor/s, 
editor in chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We herewith indemnify 
ourselves from any related claims. Platinum Weekly’s title and design of its logo is the sole property of Platinum 
Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact us per email with any queries: ads@platinumweekly.co.za.

All original designs in this newspaper is the sole 
property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd and 
may only be reproduced or distributed by or with 
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) 
Ltd. Copyright is strictly reserved, and no work, 
or part thereof, may be used for commercial 
purposes. Should any of the content be 
copied without the written consent of Platinum 
Publishers (Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken.

Platinum Mark | Annual Fundraiser 
for Gereformeerde Kerk 
Rustenburg-Wes

21 - 30 Nov '24 Rustenburg: Gereformeerde Kerk 
Rustenburg-Wes 082-663-2763

Cancer Fundraiser for Skaylar Jane 
Louwies 29 Nov '24 Rustenburg: Hyper Butchery 084-220-0024

Liggies vir Lewe-Fees  
(1 Desember 2024 - Riana Nel) 1 - 4 Dec '24 Rustenburg: NG Proteapark 014-533-4028

Silverrand Light Festival 2024 - 
R10pp 3 - 6 Dec '24 Rustenburg: Laerskool Silwerrand 

Primary 064-957-6333

Kerssang by Kerslig saam met 
Danie Botha 7 Dec '24 Koster: Koster Skool Gronde 087-147-4513

Kersvader en sy elwe kom 
Mooinooi toe 7 Dec '24 Mooinooi 082-920-4658

Red Cross Society: Fund Raiser 
Gala Dinner (Heroes of our 
communities)

13 Dec '24 Rustenburg: Rustenburg Golf Club 081-331-0127

Did you know?
China’s ancient “nail-free” wonder still stands! Did you know 
China is home to the world’s oldest stone arch bridge? The 
Zhaozhou Bridge, built around 605 AD, is an engineering 

marvel that’s stood for over 1,400 years — without a single 
nail!  Designed by master craftsman Li Chun, the bridge uses 

interlocking stones in a segmental arch design, making it lighter 
and flood-resistant. Its clever “spandrel holes” allow water to flow 
through during floods, protecting the structure. Located in Hebei 
Province, this historic masterpiece is a testament to the ingenuity 

of ancient China. Nail-free but rock solid, it’s truly built to last!
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SPORTIEWE GROEI VIR 
TALENTVOLLE SPELERS

Rustenburg – Op Vrydag 22 November 2024, 
het Laerskool Vastrap se jong, opkomende 
tennisspelers aan ‘n vriendelike toernooi 
deelgeneem by Laerskool Kroondal se 
tennisbane. 
Graad 1- tot 3-leerlinge het hul vaardighede 
getoets teen Laerskool Kroondal en Fields 

College in ‘n gesellige, leergerigte omgewing. 
Hierdie toernooi was nie net ‘n kennismaking 
met wedstrydtennis nie, maar ook ‘n waardevolle 
geleentheid vir die nuwe spelers om self tellings 
by te hou en die basiese reëls van die spel onder 
die knie te kry. 

Autumn Nations 
Series
UITSLAE
Vrydag 22 November
•	 Frankryk 37-23 

Argentinië
Saterdag 23 
November
•	 Ierland 52-17 Fidji
•	 Roemenië 21-23 

Uruguay
•	 Wallis 12-45 Suid-

Afrika
•	 Italië 11-29 Nieu-

Seeland
Sondag 24 November
•	 Engeland 54-14 

Japan
•	 Skotland 27-13 

Australië

Die internasionale 
seisoen vir 2024 is nou 
afgesluit.

Ierland en Australië 
speel Saterdag 
30 November ‘n 
vriendskaplike toets ter 
viering van Ierse ruggas 
se 150ste bestaansjaar 
op die Aviva Stadion 
om 17:10.

Pieter-Steph du Toit 
word aangewys as die 
2024 Wêreld Rugby 
Speler! Dit is die 
tweede keer dat hierdie 
Yster dié eretoekenning 
ontvang. Slegs drie 
ander spelers het die 
toekenning twee of 
meer keer ontvang; 
Richie McCaw drie 
keer, Dan Carter drie 
keer; en Beauden 
Barrett van Nieu-
Seeland het die 
gesogte toekenning 
ontvang. 

United Rugby 
Championship
BEPALINGS
Vrydag 29 November
•	 Glasgow Warriors 

21:35 Scarlets
•	 Ulster 21:35 Leinster
Saterdag 30 
November
•	 Sharks 17:00 

Stormers
•	 Cardiff 19:15 

Dragons
•	 Connacht 19:30 Bulls
•	 Munster 21:35 Lions
•	 Zebre 21:35 Ospreys
•	 Edinburgh 21:25 

Benetton

HSBC SEVENS 
Dubai
Die 2024/25 Sevens 
toernooi skop Saterdag 
af in Dubai. Die 
Blitsbokke se coach, 
Philip Snyman is vol 
vertroue dat die Blitse 
reg is om die ‘n aanslag 
op die titel te maak. Go 
Blitse!

Nag ou grote...

Justin sets 
a great 
example for 
local cyclists

Rugga 
nuus 

Kyra Jubileus 
Crowned South 

Africa’s Discus Queen

Rusties 
domineer 
die water 
by Gala!

Rustenburg – Rustenburg Cycling Club is 
celebrating the impressive achievement of one 
of its own, Justin van der Linde, who competed 
in the Virgin Active 947 Joburg Ride on Sunday, 
17 November 2024. Van der Linde, a dedicated 
committee member of the club, completed the 
race with a remarkable time of 2:24, securing 7th 
place overall in the highly competitive 40-44 age 
category.

Rustenburg – On Monday 25 November 2024, Bergsig Academy learner 
Kyra Jubileus achieved a remarkable milestone, being named the top-ranked 
discus athlete for 14-year-old girls in South Africa Skole.
Throughout the 2024 season, Kyra demonstrated exceptional skill, unwavering 
determination, and consistent excellence in competition after competition. 
With her relentless drive to surpass limits, she continually rose to the top and 
set herself apart as a true champion.
Her hard work and dedication paid off, as Kyra earned the prestigious title 
of South Africa’s number one female discus athlete under the age of 14. 
This incredible achievement is a testament to her passion for the sport, her 
resilience, and the support she receives from her coaches and peers at 
Bergsig Academy.
A massive congratulations to Kyra on this outstanding achievement, and we 
look forward to watching her continue to excel in her athletic career!

Rustenburg – Hoërskool Rustenburg se 
swemspan het die naweek van 23 en 24 
November 2024 in Potchefstroom gewys 
hoekom hulle ‘n mag is om mee rekening 
te hou. Met ‘n magdom medaljes, puik tye 
en onblusbare gees, het die Rusties se 
swemmers uitmuntende resultate behaal.
Hoogtepunte sluit in:
•	 Dehan Lötter, wat maar net nege eerste 

plekke ingepalm het en tweede geëindig 
het in nog twee items.

•	 Dedré Engelbrecht, wat met ’n 
indrukwekkende reeks podiumplekke 
spog, insluitend vier eerste plekke.

•	 Wiaan Vorster, wat oorheers het met vier 
eerste plekke.

•	 Jordan Casson, wat twee keer goud gewen 
het en sterk tweede en derde plekke behaal 
het in ander items.

•	 Ander ster-swemmer prestasies sluit in 
indrukwekkende tye van Leroux Byliefeldt, 
Imke Botha, en Alexi Schuch, wat almal hul 
staal gewys het.

Hierdie swemmers het nie net medaljes huis 
toe gebring nie, maar ook trots aan Hoërskool 
Rustenburg. Baie geluk aan elke swemmer – 
julle is ware kampioene in en uit die swembad!

Kyra Jubileus, u/14 Bergsig 
Academy student, ranked 
number one female discus 
athlete in South Africa.

Laerskool Vastrap se 
junior tennisspelers 
en hul afrigters. 

Justin van der Linde

Koster Gekombineerde 
Skool 2025 studenteraad

Koster – Baie geluk aan die nuutverkose 
leerlingraad van Koster Gekombineerde 
Skool wat op Dinsdag, 26 November 2024 
aangekondig is. Beste wense aan hierdie jong 
leiers wat nou die verantwoordelikheid aanvaar 
om hul mede-leerders te verteenwoordig en 
positiewe verandering in die skoolgemeenskap 
te dryf. 

Studenteraad van graad 8 tot graad 12. Studenteraad van graad 1 tot graad 7. 
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Thrills, tastes, and 
turbocharged excitement 
at Airspan Family Fun Day

Alex and Luke van 
Niekerk admiring the sleek 
Formula 1 cars, owned by 
Binnelanders actor Francois 
Jacobs and renowned 
rapper Early B, at the 
Airspan Family Fun Day.

Rustenburg – Airspan Executive Airport transformed 
its fields on Oorsaak Road into a vibrant hub of 
entertainment during the Airspan Family Fun Day on 
9 and 10 November 2024. The weekend was packed 
with activities that catered to all ages, making it a true 
community celebration.
For the little ones, there were jumping castles 
and slip ‘n slides, creating endless fun and 
laughter. Meanwhile, adults enjoyed the live music 
performances and mouthwatering delights from the 
variety of food trucks. Shoppers strolled through the 
bustling market, picking up unique products while 
enjoying the lively atmosphere.
But the real crowd-puller was the presence of two 
sleek Formula 1 vehicles, owned by the famous 
Binnelanders actor, Francois Jacobs, and celebrated 
rapper Early B. The high-speed machines were a 
huge hit, drawing awe from both car enthusiasts and 
families alike.
Alex and Luke van Niekerk were thrilled by the 
spectacle. Alex shared his excitement, “Wow, 
bringing a Formula 1 car to a family fun day? That’s 
next-level cool.”
The event showed just how Airspan Executive 
Airport knows how to blend thrilling entertainment 
with community spirit, leaving everyone with smiles, 
memories, and a greater appreciation for the high-
flying fun the weekend offered.

Get the Platinum Weekly directly on your phone.
WhatsApp                             to subscribe today!0818211332

A lively market scene at the Airspan Family Fun Day, where vendors 
showcased a wide variety of products to the delighted crowd.
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